[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]THE
@Hm DIVISION



[image: image4.jpg]



In compliance with the Constitution’s of the Sons of Confederate Veterans & The Ohio Division;

ARTICLE III - DIVISION CONVENTION

Section 1.  The legislative body of the Ohio Division shall be the Division Convention, to be held annually in March of each year. Each Camp will be notified at least ninety days in advance of the Convention of the exact date and place thereof.

It is our pleasure to notify you of The Ohio Division Convention;



The laws governing The Ohio Division and her Camps come from the SCV Constitution and from The Ohio Division Constitution, and they may from time to time be amended as needed by the membership. The SCV Constitution is amended by vote at the National SCV Convention when necessary and The Ohio Division Constitution is amended by vote at its yearly convention when necessary. 

In compliance with The Ohio Division Constitution; 

Article XVI : Amendments
Section 1: This Constitution may be amended at any Division Convention by the vote of two-thirds of the total authorized representation present and voting, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been sent to the Division Adjutant at least sixty (60) days in advance of the Division Convention. It shall then be the duty of the Division Adjutant to send the amendment to each Camp in good standing at least thirty (30) days in advance of the Convention.
The Ohio Division staff proposes the following Constitutional Amendments for The Ohio Division 2008 Annual Convention to be held in Columbus, Ohio March 28th and 29th.

1st Amendment Purpose: Add Heritage Defense Officer as a defined position instead of being grouped with “Appointed Officers”, easily recognizable with specific duties so Ohio Membership will know what is expected when contacting the Heritage Defense Officer.

Article IV,  Division Officers (as it now reads)

Section 1: The Commander shall be elected and shall be the executive head of the Division with full power to enforce the provisions of the Constitution. He shall be Chairman of the Division Convention. He shall be empowered to act for the Division as circumstances, in his judgment, require, in cases not provided in the Constitution subject to appeal by the Division Convention. His term of office shall be two (2) consecutive years. 

Section 2: The Lt. Commander shall be an elected office and shall perform the duties of the Commander in his absence, and in case of his death or resignation, shall become Commander for the unexpired term. The Lt. Commander shall assist the Commander in the performance of his duties as directed by the Commander. His term of office shall be two (2) consecutive years.

Section 3: The Adjutant shall be appointed by the Division Commander and shall keep correct records of proceedings of the Convention and other business meetings and issue the general orders of the Commander under his signature. He shall collect and be the custodian of the funds of the Division, and he shall make reports of the condition of the treasury when called for by the Commander or the Division Convention.

Section 4: Appointed officers shall be filled by the Division Commander and shall serve at his pleasure. The Division Commander may appoint all special committees necessary to the performance of the executive function. Upon the resignation or death of a duly elected Lt. Commander, the Division Commander shall appoint a new Lt. Commander to fill the unexpired term of office.

Section 5: The Judge Advocate shall be appointed by the Commander and shall advise him on all legal matters and the interpretation of the Division Constitution..

Section 6: The Division Chaplain shall be appointed by the Commander and shall be the spiritual leader of the Division. He will perform such divine and non- sectarian services, and duties as may be necessary in conjunction with his office. 

Section 7: The Division Historian shall be appointed by the Commander and shall keep the official history and records of the Division business with assistance from the Division Adjutant. This information will be made available to all SCV members upon request. 


Article IV,  Division Officers (as it would read after the amendment)


Section 1: The Commander shall be elected and shall be the executive head of the Division with full power to enforce the provisions of the Constitution. He shall be Chairman of the Division Convention. He shall be empowered to act for the Division as circumstances, in his judgment, require, in cases not provided in the Constitution subject to appeal by the Division Convention. His term of office shall be two (2) consecutive years. 

Section 2: The Lt. Commander shall be an elected office and shall perform the duties of the Commander in his absence, and in case of his death or resignation, shall become Commander for the unexpired term. The Lt. Commander shall assist the Commander in the performance of his duties as directed by the Commander. His term of office shall be two (2) consecutive years.

Section 3: The Adjutant shall be appointed by the Division Commander and shall keep correct records of proceedings of the Convention and other business meetings and issue the general orders of the Commander under his signature. He shall collect and be the custodian of the funds of the Division, and he shall make reports of the condition of the treasury when called for by the Commander or the Division Convention.

Section 4: Appointed officers shall be filled by the Division Commander and shall serve at his pleasure. The Division Commander may appoint all special committees necessary to the performance of the executive function. Upon the resignation or death of a duly elected Lt. Commander, the Division Commander shall appoint a new Lt. Commander to fill the unexpired term of office.

Section 5: The Judge Advocate shall be appointed by the Commander and shall advise him on all legal matters and the interpretation of the Division Constitution..

Section 6: The Division Chaplain shall be appointed by the Commander and shall be the spiritual leader of the Division. He will perform such divine and non- sectarian services, and duties as may be necessary in conjunction with his office. 

Section 7: The Division Historian shall be appointed by the Commander and shall keep the official history and records of the Division business with assistance from the Division Adjutant. This information will be made available to all SCV members upon request.
Section 8: The Division Heritage Defense Officer shall be appointed by the Commander and shall act as the first line of defense when heritage violations occur within the State.  The duties of The Ohio Division's Heritage Defense Officer is to advise & assist any Ohio Division member or member of his family that has been unjustly discriminated against, and taken to task by any entity within the State for displaying on their clothing, or property, the Confederate Battle Flag or other symbols of the Confederacy, which signifies their Confederate Heritage pride, in seeking just restitution. This office shall assist all members within the Ohio Division when they feel a heritage violation has occurred.
2nd Amendment Purpose: To broaden the chain of command making it easier for the membership to communicate with its leaders and allows for more responsibility among members seeking an office. Management of The Ohio Division will be less complicated and easier to handle as the Division grows.
Article VI, Camp ORGANIZATION (as it now reads)

Section  1.  Camps, being the fundamental units of the Division, shall be organized pursuant to Article XI of the SCV International Constitution and their own respective internal bylaws, thereby preserving the autonomy and independence of each. 

Article VI, Camp ORGANIZATION (as it would read after the amendment)
Section 1.  Camps, being the fundamental units of the Division, shall be organized pursuant to Article XI of the SCV International Constitution and their own respective internal bylaws, thereby preserving the autonomy and independence of each. 

Section 2. The Ohio Division shall be divided into four sections with the 4 sections being known as Brigades. There will be a Northwest, Northeast, Southeast, and Southwest Brigade. The boundaries of the Brigades shall be defined at the annual Division Convention. Names for the 4 Brigades shall be provided by the annual Division Convention. 

Section 3. All elections for Brigade staff will be held by camps within their respective Brigade in November every 2 years. Officers will be; Brigade Commander, Brigade Lt. Commander, (each an elected post). All other officers shall be made by appointment of the Brigade Commander. Elections shall be held in accordance with the Ohio Division Constitution and the SCV Constitution. Duties of Brigade officers shall be the same as Camp and Division officers.
3rd Amendment Purpose: To provide a clear understanding of Division finances to the Ohio membership. Define what officer handles finances, how finances are allotted, spent, purpose of dues etc…

Article VIII, FINANCE (as it now reads)

Section 1. A Division financial report for the prior fiscal year shall be submitted to the Convention and be made part of the record. The report shall be published in the Division newsletter.

Article VIII, FINANCE (as it would read after the amendment)

Section 1. The revenue of The Ohio Division shall be derived from the annual membership dues and from such other sources as may be approved at the Ohio Division Convention, or by the Division General Executive Council. The fiscal year of The Ohio Division shall be from August 1 through July 31 of each succeeding year. 

Section 2. An annual per capita assessment of an amount determined by the annual Division Convention shall be paid by each Camp for every camp member, with the exception of Real Sons and SCV Life Members, to the Division. Any change in the assessment voted by the Convention will be effective August 1 following the Division Convention. The Division General Executive Council may recommend any change in the assessment.

Section 3. The purpose of annual Division dues is to offset the costs of Division operational expenses, special projects, Division Convention, and other items deemed appropriate by the membership at the Division Convention, and by the Division General Executive Council as necessary.

Section 4. The annual per capita assessment shall be collected by the Division Adjutant, in whose custody it shall remain, and who shall assure that the monies collected are paid into the Division treasury no later than the time of the Convention. If the office of Division Adjutant is vacant than the Division Commander shall assume responsibility of the office and monies until the Adjutant position is filled.

Section5. Division per capita assessments must be received from each camp 45 days before the Division Convention officially opens. Camps not paying the prescribed per capita assessment shall have no voice or vote in the affairs of The Ohio Division, and shall not be entitled to vote at the Division Convention.

Section 6. The finances of The Ohio Division are subject to audit and review by the Division Finance Committee or the Division General Executive Council.

Section 7. In the event of the dissolution of The Ohio Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, all assets remaining after payment of authorized expenditures shall be distributed to the International Headquarters, Sons of Confederate Veterans, which qualifies for tax exemption as provided for by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, with no part to inure to any member or private individual.

Section 8. The Division General Executive Council or Commander is prohibited from engaging in the sale or transfer of any real estate which may be gifted to the Division or may be acquired by the Division for the purpose of historical preservation without the express consent of the Division Convention. This section shall not apply to items or property purchased specifically for investment purposes or resale.

Section 9. A Division financial report for the prior fiscal year shall be submitted to the Convention and be made part of the record. The report shall be published in the Division newsletter in the month following The Ohio Division Convention.

4th Amendment Purpose: To define who The Ohio Division is, what we stand for, where we come from, and who we represent. To provide symbols of pride for the membership of The Ohio Division.

Article XII, Official SYMBOLS (as it now reads)

Section 1.  The official Flag of the Sons of Confederate Veterans shall be the Battle Flag of the Confederate States of America.

Section 2. The official seal of the Ohio Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans shall be the Seal of Confederate States of America, until a new one is adopted.

Section 3.  The official flag of the Ohio Division shall be the ensign adopted by the Convention of October 11, 2003

Article XII, Official SYMBOLS (as it would read after the amendment)
Section 1.  The official Flag of the Sons of Confederate Veterans shall be the Battle Flag of the Confederate States of America.

Section 2. The official seal of the Ohio Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans shall be the Seal of The Ohio Division described as: A Confederate Battle Flag in the shape of the State of Ohio set on a circular background of white; which shall be encompassed by a thin dark red band; which shall be encompassed by a wide dark blue band with the words Sons of Confederate Veterans emblazoned in white in a semi circle at the top of the blue band written left to right and the words Ohio Division emblazoned in white in a semi circle at the bottom of the blue band written left to right; which shall be encompassed by a thin dark red band. Alterations cannot be made to The Ohio Division Seal except by The Ohio Division Convention.


Section 3.  The official flag of the Ohio Division shall be the ensign adopted by the Convention of October 11, 2003 which is described as: taken from the pennant design of the flag of the State of Ohio, incorporating the same red and white stripes that extend to the bifurcated edge. The triangle with circle and stars on the Ohio flag is replaced with blue stripe and stars on a red background, mimicking a "half" of the Confederate Battle Flag. Alterations cannot be made to The Ohio Division Flag except by The Ohio Division Convention.


Section 4. The official uniform of The Ohio Division shall be a Blazer jacket, with a Seal or Device chosen by the Division Convention, to be placed on the left breast pocket. All other requirements shall be made and modified by the Division Convention.
5th Amendment Purpose: To have The Ohio Division offer a well edited, knowledgeable, and informational publication to members of The Ohio Division and to members of The SCV. This aids in communication, a forum for members, offering news and info concerning our organization, and the sharing of ideas.
Article XVII, Official Ohio Division Publication (as it would read after the amendment)

Section 1. The official publication of the Division shall be The Confederate Buckeye, a newsletter concerning events, issues, and articles of The Ohio Division, and the membership of the SCV. The Editor shall be appointed by the Division Commander. The Division Commander shall assume all duties of Editor until the office is filled. The newsletter will be a monthly publication provided to the SCV membership upon request. All members from The Ohio Division, and from without shall have the opportunity to submit items to be printed in the newsletter.

6th Amendment Purpose: To provide a definition that describes what is required to be a member. To provide an opportunity for men that has not proven or do not have Confederate Heritage that have expressed interest in the SCV, The Confederacy, and Southern Heritage to be part of The Ohio Division.

Article XVIII, Membership (as it would read after the amendment)

Section 1. Membership regulations shall be defined by the SCV Constitution which includes, Full members, Life members, and Cadet Members.
Section 2. “Associate membership”; when, after a reasonable search, no lineal or collateral ancestors of a candidate can be found to have served in the Confederate Army, Navy, or Government “Associate Membership” may be considered for the candidate.  Associate membership shall serve as an exemption from the qualification of being a descendant of a Confederate Veteran, as required by Sections 1 though 8 of Article III.  An associate member shall be a limited member of The Ohio Division, and Camps within The Ohio Division, with limited rights and privileges thereof, to include but not limited to that of; Associates will not hold voting rights at Division or National level, Camps will retain the right to authorize Associate voting within their respective Camps for the purpose of Camp activities, Associates will not be considered when determining Camp delegates or voting strength, Associates cannot represent their respective Camp as a delegate at Division or National Convention, for the purpose of casting votes or determining business, Associates cannot hold an office in the Division and/or Camp. Associate members will have the right to attend The Ohio Division Convention and/or the National Convention with the exceptions listed herein. Applications for associate membership shall be subject to all the existing review and approval processes.  Associate members shall be subject to all the existing rules and requirements of normal membership, to the Camp By-Laws, to The Ohio Division Constitution, and to the Constitution of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, with the exceptions stated herein. The associate member shall be required to pay Division and Camp dues at the regular rate if dues are approved by the Division General Executive Council or by the Camp Executive Council. Independent and individual subscriptions to the Division newsletter and/or the “Confederate Veteran” may be purchased by the associate member, if he so desires. 

Date: March 28, 2008


Time: 6:00 PM – 10:00 PM


Location: Judicial Room, 1st Floor 


Hyatt on Capitol Square, 75 East State Street


Columbus, Ohio 43215








Date: March 29, 2008


Time: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM


Location: Judicial Room, 1st Floor 


Hyatt on Capitol Square, 75 East State Street 


Columbus, Ohio 43215








Sons of Confederate Veterans


Army of Tennessee








Commander: Michael R. Lawson: Lt Commander: Mitchel Riggs Jr.











